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Purpose of the visit

The overall aim of this STSM was to explore the potentials of multilingual affordances in book
apps for fostering early multiliteracies in a multilingual European context. Specifically, it
aimed to
1) gain insights into how and to what extent multilingual affordances have been used in the
design of (picture) book apps for young children in the European context;
2) develop a preliminary methodological framework for evaluating interactive design and
linguistic qualities in book apps, which can be potentially beneficial to educators, parents
and developers;
3) help me prepare for the fieldwork stage of my fellowship project at Odense International
School, which will commence in April 2017. The fieldwork will involve a series of action
research projects in which I, together with P1 (age 5-6) teacher will develop and test a
series of strategies for incorporating mobile apps in multilingual literacy curriculum.

Description of the work carried out during the visit
During my two-week STSM, I completed the following tasks



I participated in two research events related to mobile applications and early literacy. In
the first seminar, organized by Dr Natalia Kucirkova, I conducted a focus group discussion
with practitioners from publishing and app design industry and gained insight into their
perspectives on App development and personification. The second was a data session,
organized by Dr Jeff Bezemer from the UCL Knowledge Lab, during which we discussed
possible approaches to analyzing video data of young EFL children using apps for language

learning tasks.


I completed a round of literature review of the roles of Apps in early (multi) literacy as
well as a survey of popular and award-winning literacy/language and book apps.



I attended four research meetings, two with Dr Natalia Kurcirkova and two with Dr Rosie
Flewitt, during which we discussed possible research collaboration/publication.



I visited and interviewed children’s publishers in Oxford.



I also paid visits to two Chinese families with pre-school aged children in South London.

STSM Major achievements
There are three main outcomes from this STSM

1) Research funding
The literacture review and app survey carried out during the STSM provided the basis for
a grant application titled “Supporting emergent readers and writers through mobile Apps
in a multimodal and multilingual learning environment”. The application was submitted to
Fabrikant Mads Clausens Fond (Danfoss, DK) on 3rd April, with a total request of 43,388
Kr.

2) Research publication in preparation
Dr Rosie Flewitt and I are currently developing a research publication, exploring how
young children in the Chinese diaspora in England maintain heritage language and culture
by using digital technologies for intergenerational distant communication (via apps such
as WeChat), and exploring the potential of mobile digital devices for fostering early
bi/multilingualism. A version of the paper will be presented in this year’s EECERA.

3) Industry Connections
With Dr Natalia Kucirkova’s assistance, I have managed to establish contacts with editors
at the Oxford University Press, who have expressed interest in exploring the role social
media plays in the spread and use of OUP early reading materials by EAL and EFL children.
This new thread of research will be further explored in this year’s UKLA conference in
Glasgow.
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